Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

8-20-1852

Meeting Notes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
A. C. Van Raalte
J. Labots
William Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C.; Labots, J.; and Buursma, William, "Meeting Notes of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church" (1852). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 238.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/238

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

20 August 1852

Holland, Michigan

At this meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church attended by Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte, elders Wilterdink, Hekhuis, and Labots and deacon Keppel,
[Kommer?] Schadelee appeared to prove that Brother de Vries did not need to have
seventy-five cents a week for the care of the orphan, P. van der Tak. Consistory reversed
itself on the decision made at a previous meeting and relinquished the care of the child to
Schadelee. Consistory nominated two more elders to serve on Consistory to meet the
current needs of the congregation. A discussion was held how to support parents living
farther away to send their children to the [Pioneer?' school. The issue was coming up
before Holland Classis also.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.
Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 51-53,
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Consistory Meeting of August 20, 1852
Present are Rev. van Raalte, president; Wilterdinlc, Hekhuis, Labots, elders; Keppel,
deacon.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the. president.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Since Article 6 of the previous meeting indicates that it was decided to
underwrite the expenses for Brother de Vries in caring for the orphan, P. van der Tak, at
the expense of the diaconate, Mr. Schadelee brings a protest. The ground for this is his
assertion that the family of the above-mentioned child is financially capable of caring in
this situation. He indicates that he is able to back up this assertion with letters.
He requests the consistory for permission to care for the child himself Since the
consistory can find no ground to reject this request, it was decided that Brother de Vries
is to relinquish the care of the child to Mr. Schadelee.
ARTICLE 4 — A discussion ensued concerning the necessity of adding to the number of
elders in the village. To accomplish this purpose, Brothers Rijdsma and Jonker were
nominated.
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ARTICLE 5 — A discussion ensued concerning the school or institute for education of
our youth, which currently exists. It is the opinion that this school is to serve, not only
the church and community here but that it is of significance for the entire settlement,
since the school has been given for that purpose.
However, many of our people living further away are unable to send their children. If we
do not want to lose the school, we will be required to work together as God has blessed
us. We will need to require contributions to establish a fund which will make it possible
for parents who do not have the necessary means, nevertheless to send their children to
the school.
This subject will be on the coming classical agenda, and it is necessary for us to know the
desire of the people. Consequently, it was decided to have a congregational meeting next
Thursday evening, the 26"h of August. At that meeting there will also be a discussion
concerning the monies for the bell, which must yet be paid for.
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Nothing further requiring the attention of the meeting, the assembly was closed with a
prayer of thanksgiving by Elder Hekhuis.
A. C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk

Congregational Meeting of the male members of the church
Held August 26, 1852
ARTICLE 1 — After Rev. van Raalte had opened the meeting with prayer, he informed
the meeting that he was required by the decision of the consistory to announce three
items for the agenda.
The first is the nomination for two elders, Brothers Rijdsma and Jonker. The next
concerns the institution (school) for education of our youth, which we currently have in
our midst; and thirdly, the matter of the monies that must still be paid for the bell.
ARTICLE 2 — By motion, it was decided to accept the nomination of the afore-mentioned
brothers as elders. They will be assigned to the village and since there were no
objections by the congregation, they will be nominated by publishing their names for
three consecutive Sundays.
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